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SHARK FISHERIES, STOCK ASSESSMENT 

527. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
I understand that a stock assessment of Western Australian shark fisheries has recently been completed.   

(1) When was this stock assessment provided to the minister?   

(2) What is the current status of the dusky whaler shark population off the coast of Western Australia?   

(3) Is the minister in possession of any recommendations that may alleviate the problems with the 
sustainability of shark stocks off the coast of Western Australia?   

(4) What action does the minister now propose to take to protect the seriously depleted shark stocks?   

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
(1)-(4) I may not answer the questions in their precise order.  I am certainly aware that, following a review of 

shark stocks, the dusky whaler and other species, but particularly the dusky whaler, are still species 
about which we have concerns about the strength of the resource.  There are essentially two answers to 
the member’s question, which relate to the two broad geographic zones of the four fisheries that operate 
off the Western Australian coast targeting sharks.  To simplify things, I will speak about them in terms 
of the tropical fisheries, of which there are two, and the temperate fisheries.  With the temperate 
fisheries, I believe that we can look ahead with some confidence to the recovery of the stocks of dusky 
whalers and other species that have been identified for some years as being in some resource difficulty.  
The honourable member will be aware that we have made a number of changes, such as making certain 
catch types illegal, and have otherwise attempted to constrain the fishing effort of the dusky whaler in 
particular.  The situation in the two northern fisheries, one of which is commonwealth-controlled and 
goes to the Northern Territory border and the other is a joint authority fishery, which is basically the 
Pilbara fishery, is less certain.  I am awaiting a response from the industry to the resource report.  I must 
say that I am not as confident about our capacity to control stocks in the two tropical fisheries as I am 
for the temperate fisheries.  However, I will not make any further comment until I have seen the 
response from the commercial fishery to the report.  I believe that the fishery will make its own offer on 
management for consideration.  Yes, we are in trouble in both tropical and temperate waters.  We need 
to find solutions.  We will certainly be working through those issues with the fisheries operators to 
attempt to overcome those difficulties.  The bottom line is that when we get as concerned as we are now 
about the status of a particular resource, the ultimate solution is to close the fishery.  That is still on the 
cards.   

 


